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WRITE TO THE PRISONERS OF WAR AND POLITICAL PRISONERS: 


PUERTO RICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

Edwin Cones #92153-024 
Alberto Rodriguez #92150-024 
PO. Box 1000 
Lewisburg. PA 17837 

Elizam Escobar #88969-024 
FCI 

Box 1000 
Oxford Wl 53952 

Ricardo Jimenez #88967-024 
Lewisburg U.S.P 
PO Box 1000 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

Oscar Lopez #88765-024 
PO. Box 1000 
Leavenworth. KS 66048 

Adollo Matos #88968-024 
PO Box 1000 
Lompoc. CA 93438 

William Guillermo Morales 
Apto 20-853 
Col. San Angel 
Mexico 20-D F 

Dylcia Pagan #88971-024 
Lucy Rodriguez #889734)24 
Haydee Torres #88462-024 
Carmen Valentin #B8974-024 
FCI Pleasanton 
5701 8th St 
Camp Parks 
Dublin. CA 94568 

Alicia Rodriguez #N07157 
PO Box C 
Dwighl IL 60420 

Luts Rosa #N02743 
Box 99 

Menard. IL 60434 

Atejandnna Torres #92052-024 
MCC 

8901 S. Wilmont 
Tucson. AR 85706 

Carlos Alberto Torres #88976-024 
FCI 

902 Renfrew 
Talladega. AL 35160 

PUERTO RICAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Felix Rosa #N11373 
Box 7711 

Centralia. IL 62801 

Julio Veras y Delgadillo 

"00799-069-E3 

FCI 

Pelersburg. VA 23803 

Luz Maria Berrios Berrios 

Ivonne Melendez Carrion #031704)69 

MCC 

150 Park Row 
NY. NY 10007 


Oilando Claudio Gonzalez #03173-069 
Carlos M Ayes Suarez #03176-069 
Isaac Camacho Negron #03174-069 
Filiberto Ojeda Rios #03167 069 
Hilton Fernandez Diamante #031684)69 
Elias Samuel Castro #03169 069 
Luis Altredo Colon Osorio #03172-069 
MCC 

150 Park Row 
NY NY 10007 

NEW AFRIKAN/BLACK 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Kalima Aswan 
s/n Robert Duren #B24120 
Ouell Correctional Facility 
PO Box 600 
Tracy. CA 95376 

Kuwasi Balagoon #83-A-6216 
Auburn Cor Facility 
135 State St. 

Auburn. NY 13024-9000 

Herman Bell #79C262 

Jah s/n Teddy Heath #75-A-0139 

Attica Cor Facility 

PO Box 149 

Attica NY 14011 

Abdul Mapd #83-A-483 
s/n Anthony Laborde 
Brooklyn House ol Detention 
275 Atlantic Ave 
Brooklyn N Y 11201 

Cecilto Chui Ferguson 
FCI. PO Box 1000 
Lewisburg. PA 17837 

Mohaman Geuka Koli #80-A-808 
P 0 Box B 

Dannemora. NY 12929 

Richard Dhoruba Moore 
Great Meadows Corr Facility 
Box 51 

Comstock. NY 12821 

Mark Cook #20025-148K 
3901 Klein Boulevard 
Lompoc. CA 93438 

Larry Guy 

Jackson State Prison 
PO Box E 

Jackson. Ml 49204 

Basheer Hameed #82-A4>313 
Oueens House ol Detention 
Oueens, NY 

Haki Hodan 

s/n Michael Green #C-56123 
Ruchell Cinque Magee #A92051 
Hugo Pinell #A88401 
Awali Stone #B98168 
Folsom Prison 
Represa. CA 95671 


Albert Nuh Washington #T7-A1528 
Robert Seth Hayes #74-A-2280 
Greenhaven Prison 
Drawer B 

Stormvllle, NY 12582 

Sundrata Acoli 

s/n Clark Squire #39794-066 

Sekou Odinga #05228-054 

Richard Thompson-EI 

PO Box 1000 

Marion, IL 62959 

Geronlmo Pratt #8-40319 
Charles Scott #019320 
San Quentin Prison 
Tamal, CA 94976 

Chris King 

Walpole State Prison 
P.0. Box 2000 
S. Walpole. MA 02071 

Richard Mafundi Lake #79972 
100 Warrior Lane 
Bessemer AL 35023 

MEXICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Maria Cueto #15884-053 
FCI 

5701 8th St 
Camp Parks 
Dublin. CA 94568 

Ricardo Romero #162084)53 
Springfield Medical Facility 
Box 4000 

Springfield. MO 65802 

NATIVE AMERICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR ANO 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Dennis Banks #22103 
SCR PO 8ox 369 
Crawford Hall 21 IE 
Springfield. SD 57062 

Dick Marshall 
PO Box 55 

Sioux Falls. SD 57655 

Rita Silk Naum 
Box 11492 

Mable Basset Cor Inst 
Oklahoma City. OK 73136 

Leonard Peltier #89637-132 
PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth KS 66048 

Standing Oeer s/n Robert Wilson 
McAlister Stale Prison 
P.0 Box 97 
McAlister OK 74502 


(cont'd on p. 31) 
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A CALL TO ACTION 


Every day our TV screens flash with 
scenes of people in the Phillipines, 
El Salvador, South Africa/Azania, 
Lebanon, fighting with great courage 
for their human rights. They fight 
with sticks, gasoline bombs and 
developing liberation armies against 
the armed might of U.S.-backed gov¬ 
ernments. Somehow, resistance seems 
clearer when it's broadcast from 
thousands of miles away. Political 
police terror and counterinsurgency 
seem more blatant—though in fact 
nothing but geography separates the 
South African security police firing 
into demonstrations of children, and 
the Philadelphia police bombing and 
burning Black men, women and children 
in their assault on MOVE. The U.S. 
government understands this full 
well, that as its domination is 
challenged by national liberation 
movements around the world, it must 
pay attention to these same move¬ 
ments developing among New Afrikan/ 
Black, Native American and Mexican 
people within its borders, and 
among the people of Puerto Rico, a 
direct colony of the U.S. These 
struggles for human rights have 
presented the U.S. government with 
the necessity to maintain control 
over what it calls the "ungovernable 
sectors", and to cement the allegi¬ 
ance of white people with the im¬ 
perialist government. To do this, 
a sophisticated multi-levelled 
counterinsurgency strategy has been 
put in place within the U.S. It 
includes the promotion of reaction 
through the Moral Majority and the 
KKK, and through mass support for 
and aid to local police. It 
includes mass terror —like the 
bombing of MOVE—against Third World 
communities, and the jailing of 
huge numbers for whom there are 
not, and never will be, productive 


jobs in a shrinking imperialist 
economy. And it includes the 
"denial system", an aspect of the 
counterinsurgency strategy designed 
through use of the media, law en¬ 
forcement, courts and the jails, 
to isolate from the community 
revolutionary forces (particularly 
the armed clandestine movements) 
who might offer the people leader¬ 
ship and direction about how to 
fight, and against whom. 

Right now there are over 200 politi¬ 
cal prisoners and Prisoners of War 
in U.S. jails. They include prison¬ 
ers from the New Afrikan (Black) 
Independence Movement, the Puerto 
Rican, Native American and Mexican 
movements, some of whom are comba¬ 
tants claiming Prisoner of War 
status under international law. 

They include revolutionaries and 
activists jailed for refusing to 
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NEW YORK THREE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 



A new offensive is on in the courts 
and the community to free the New 
York Three (Herman Bell; Jalil, s/n 
Anthony Bottom; and Albert Nuh 
Washington). The Three are serving 
25 to life sentences in Hew York 
State prisons for a 1971 armed at¬ 
tack on 2 New York City policemen, 
an action claimed by the Black Lib¬ 
eration Army (BLA) which the 3 
state they did not commit. 

It is important to understand the 
political context df the late 60s 
and early 70s in order to under¬ 
stand the case of the New York 3. 
Black communities across the coun¬ 
try were organized into militant 
battles for human rights — com¬ 
munity control of their schools, 
welfare rights, an end to police 
violence. Revolutionary organiza¬ 
tions like the Black Panther Party 
(BPP) and others were consolida¬ 
ting. In March, 1968, revolution¬ 
ary nationalists from all across 
the country assembled in Detroit 
to found the Provisional Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of New Afrika 
to articulate the struggle for 
land and independence for the 
Black Nation. 

The U.S. government responded with 
repression and brutality, directed 
throught the FBI's COINTELPRO (com¬ 
puter language for counterintelli¬ 
gence pro gram). By September 1968, 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover cal¬ 
led the BPP, "the greatest threat 


to internal security" and called 
for "imaginative and hard-hitting 
proposals aimed at crippling the 
BPP." The BPP was a growing force 
in the Black community based in 
their 10-point program demanding 
human rights and self-determination. 
They published a widely read news¬ 
paper, ran survival programs, and 
argued and trained for the right 
of the Black community to armed 
self-defense against police and 
racist vigilante violence. By 
1969, opinion polls conducted by 
major media showed that well over 
half of Black people surveyed 
supported the Black Panther Party. 

The BPP was targeted for extermin¬ 
ation by the FBI and police forces. 
On December 4, 1969, BPP leaders 
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were 
murdered by Chicago police and FBI 
agents, while Hampton lay helpless 
in bed, drugged by an FBI infiltra¬ 
tor. Major conspiracy trials were 
staged in NYC, New Haven, Connecti¬ 
cut and elsewhere. In those years, 
well over 30 BPP cadre were killed 
by police. 

In this atmosphere, some Black re¬ 
volutionaries decided to build a 
clandestine Black Liberation Army, 
to protect the movement from re¬ 
pression, to build the capacity to 
retaliate against police violence, 
and to fight for liberation. On May 
19, 1971, the birthday of Malcolm 
X, 2 policemen guarding the home of 
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Manhattan D.A. Frank Hogan (who had 
unsucessfully prosecuted the Panther 
21 trial) were attacked. A communi¬ 
que was issued by the Black Libera¬ 
tion Army, saying "...just as the 
fascist Marine and Army, who occupy 
Vietnam in the name of democracy 
and murder Vietnamese people in the 
name of American imperialism, are 
confronted with the guns of the 
Vietnamese Liberation Army, the do¬ 
mestic armed forces of racism and 
oppression will be confronted with 
the guns of the Black Liberation 
Army, who will mete out, in the 
tradition of Malcolm and all true 
revolutionaries^ real justice." 

On May 21, 2 more policemen were 
assassinated in Harlem and another 
communique was issued. On May 26, 
President Nixon called together At¬ 
torney General John Mitchell, J. 
Edgar Hoover and selected FBI and 
police officials, ordering a full- 
scale hunt for the BLA. The opera¬ 
tion, titled NEWKILL (for New York 
killings),resulted in the arrest 
and murder of dozens of Black revo¬ 
lutionaries. (NEWKILL was supple¬ 
mented with another investigation, 
CHESROB,for Ches imard robb eries. 
Chesimard is the slave name of 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighter, 

Assata Shakur). 

The New York 3 were arrested in the 
NEWKILL hunt. They, along with Gab¬ 
riel and Francisco Torres, went on 
trial in 1973. After a 4-month 
trial, the jury was deadlocked. A 
second trial in 1975 resulted in 
all the charges being dropped 
against the Torres brothers for 
lack of evidence, and in convic¬ 
tions for the Three. 

The New York 3 have never stopped 
fighting to expose their frame-up 
and overturn the convictions. They 
have uncovered blatantly illegal 
acts t>y the government: 

— The police and the FBI hid a 
ballistics report which showed 
that a gun presented as the murder 
weapon was not used in the action. 


— A key government witness, Ruben 
Scott, was beaten and tortured with 
an electric cattle prod by police 
to give false testimony. Scott told 
the trial judge, Greenfield, of the 
torture; Greenfield returned him to 
the police and withheld this infor¬ 
mation from the defense. 

— Fingerprint evidence was falsi¬ 
fied. 

— Other government witnesses were 
jailed, threatened with losing cus¬ 
tody of their children and ulti¬ 
mately paid to testify against the 
Three. 

The case was brought to court again 
in October, 1985 before the same 
judge. Greenfield refused to dis¬ 
qualify himself, though his own mis¬ 
conduct was being raised by the 3. 

He also refused to reopen the case. 
His decision coincided with the 
showing of a TV 'docu-drama 1 , 

"Badge of the Assassin" taken from 
a book about the case written by 
the prosecutor. The show portrayed 
the 3 as drooling thugs, and com¬ 
pletely lied about the case and the 
government's actions. 

The 3 are continuing to fight to 
reopen their case. They are among 
many political prisoners like Richard 
Dhoruba Moore and Geronimo Pratt, 
who have been able to uncover 
through painstaking and unceasing 
legal and political work, the COIN- 
TELPRO operations against the Black 
liberation struggle that resulted 
in their jailing. It is clear that 
the same courts which convicted and 
sentenced them will not admit their 
misconduct without pressure from the 
community. Many of these comrades 
went to trial in the 70s in nearly 
empty courtrooms as COINTELPRO took 
its toll on the Black Liberation 
movement and made many people 
afraid to show their support. 

This was particularly true of the 
white left, whose support for the 
Black Panther Party evaporated when 

(cont'd on p. 23) 
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“ATTENTION, MOVE! 


Those were the words with which Phil¬ 
adelphia Police Commissioner Sambor 
announced the May 13, 1985 attack on 
MOVE. The police were soon to drop 
a bomb which left 11 Black women, 
men and children dead and 61 homes 
in the Black community destroyed in 
an inferno — while firemen stood 
by and did nothing. 

MOVE is a nationalist, naturalist 
organization founded in Philadelphia 
in the mid-70's. They fight for 
self-respect, self-defense and self- 
determination for Black people; they 
believe in the sacredness of life, 
which is why they practice armed 
self-defense against police viol¬ 
ence. They present an example of 
Black resistance, which is why they 
have been tarqeted since the days 
of infamous racist Mayor Rizzo for 
extermination. 

A special commission was set up to 
investigate the massacre, which had 
been carried •‘Out under the direct 
leadership of two.Black politicians. 
Mayor Wilson Goode* and Managing Di¬ 
rector Leo Brooks. After weeks of 
testimony, during which the cops 
actually responsible for the attack 
refused to testify, the commission 
issued their report condemning the 
attack and those who had carried it 
out. They condemned Goode for dere¬ 
liction of duty. It is possible 
that some city officials may be in¬ 
dicted for their unconscionable ac¬ 
tions. Sambor was forced to resign, 
replaced by a former Secret Service 
agent- a federally-trained high-tech 
lawman to lead the "new" Philly po¬ 
lice. Overall though, imperialism's 
strategy to lull and confuse Black 
communities and liberal sentiment 
with Black mayors, like Goode, Wash¬ 
ington in Chicago, Bradley in L.A. 
and others, has not been exposed and 
challenged. 

In the weeks following the MOVE 
massacre, racist violence in Phil¬ 


adelphia took a sharp upturn. A 
Black family and a Black/white couple 
were forced to move out of a predom¬ 
inantly white Southwest Philadelphia 
neighborhood when mobs gathered out¬ 
side their homes night after night, 
throwing rocks and chanting racist 
insults. Thugs recently attacked a 
Vietnamese family in another neigh¬ 
borhood. Klan leader James Farrands 
from Connecticut has been organizing 
in Philadelphia. The MOVE bombing 
sent a clear message: in Philadel¬ 
phia, Black life is expendable. 

We are printing these articles about 
Philadelphia not because Philadelphia 
is an exception, but because it is so 
typical. It is an example of im¬ 
perialism's multi-leveled strategy of 
repression: eliminate the conscious 
forces, terrorize the community, pro¬ 
mote false leaders to immobilize 
the struggles of colonized peoples. 
The resistance of MOVE and of Ramona 
Africa are equally good examples of 
the historical fact that oppressed 
peoples will continue to fight for 
human rights and self-determination, 
for as long as it takes. 

The Trial of 
Ramona Africa 

Ramona Africa is the only adult 
known to have lived through the 
Philadelphia police bombing of the 
MOVE organization's home. Mayor 
Goode took responsibility for the 
bombing in an effort to erase the 
appearance of racism but this could 
not justify a naked act of unde¬ 
clared war on Black people. While 
special commissions cover-up and 
"investigate" this official state 
terrorism, Ramona Africa has been 
jailed, tried and convicted on 
charges of criminal conspiracy and 
riot on February 9. She faces a 
7 to 14 year sentence. 
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The city wanted her convicted on 
much more. A jury of 7 white and 
5 Black people acquitted her of 10 
other counts, including aggravated 
assault on police and endangering 
the lives of police. The acquittals 
were a setback to the city's stra¬ 
tegy to depict MOVE as the aggres¬ 
sors and the criminals, to justify 
massive violence against MOVE. 

The prosecutor, Joseph McGill, 
tried to portray MOVE as a "danger¬ 
ous cult...dedicated to total revo¬ 
lution." Like the press propaganda 
campaign surrounding every confron¬ 
tation with MOVE, the prosecution 
built a racist image of sub-human 
terrorists. 

Ramona Africa should never have 
been on trial at all; her only 
"crime" was surviving the bombing. 

She knew the truth and was danger¬ 
ous to the cover-up and official 
lies. The victory in the trial was 
that truth came to light and this 
defiant, courageous Black woman 
served as an example of ongoing 
resistance. 

Even after living .through that day 
of terror on May 13, 1985, losing 
children and loved ones, Ramona 
Africa was not broken. She defended 
herself "pro se" as her own lawyer, 
defended MOVE and exposed the con¬ 
spiracy to destroy it. For 2 weeks, 
Ramona Africa called witnesses, 
many of whom were imprisoned MOVE 
members. Supporters and the jury 
heard first hand about the years of 
attacks by the police on MOVE, lead¬ 
ing up to the May 13 bombing. Phil 
and Janine Africa described how in 
1976 the Philadelphia police stomped 
to death their 3-week-old baby. 

Other MOVE members told about the 
August 8, 1978 confrontation when the 
police, under the notorious racist 
police commissioner Frank Rizzo, 
laid seige to the MOVE headquarters 
in Powelton Village, bulldozed the 
house to rubble and firehosed the 
women, children and men huddled in 
the basement until they surrendered. 
Thousands of rounds of ammunition 
were fired into the house by the 


police. It was during this con¬ 
frontation that a police officer, 
James Ramp, was killed. Nine MOVE 
members were later found guilty of 
his death and they remain in jail. 
Delbert Africa, one of the nine, de 
scribed how police kicked and beat 
him senseless in full view of TV 
cameras after the surrender on 
August 8th. 

Sue Africa, imprisoned from an 
earlier incident in 1977 when MOVE 
stood, armed for self-defense, out¬ 
side their headquarters, also tes¬ 
tified. She is the only white 
member of MOVE. Since May 13, she 
has been in solitary confinement — 
from the moment that the guards 
came to tell her that her son, 
Tomasa, had been killed in the 
Philadelphia massacre. She spoke 
through the objections of the pro¬ 
secutor about how the U.S., "so- 
called champion of human rights", 
bombed MOVE. The judge dismissed 
the jury when she said, "I want to 
know why the cops who dropped the 
bomb and made the bomb don't have 
to come to court to testify?" 

Ramona Africa challenged the judge, 
saying "the cops, the whole city 
of Philadelphia, is trying to wash 
the blood off their hands, and they 
are using you as the water, and 
you're going along with it ... I'm 
not on trial. You are. The city 
of Philadelphia is on trial." 

She challenged his order to have 
Sue Africa follow any procedures of 
a court that was part of the systen 
that legally murdered her son. 

The government's case was dismantle 
by the MOVE testimony. Much of the 
real history of the 1978 confronta¬ 
tion came to light. For instance, 
the probability that Ramp was 
killed in police crossfire was 
exposed. Testimony made clear that 
the "harangues" that MOVE members 
broadcast in the neighborhood in 
the weeks preceeding the massacre 
were, in fact, demands for the 
release of imprisoned MOVE members. 

Ramona said in her closing state¬ 
ment that there was a conspiracy 
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by the city of Philadelphia to kill 
MOVE people. The facts showed 
that the city's attack was premed¬ 
itated, based on years of attempts 
to destroy MOVE. The massacre was 
preceded by the recruitment of 
neighborhood informants, and the 
organization of MOVE-hate meetings 
in the Black community. The police 
operation was conducted with mili¬ 
tary precision with explosives and 
high power weaponry supplied by the 
FBI and the U.S. Treasury Depart¬ 
ment. Aerial surveillance was done 
on the roof where the bomb was 
dropped. Practice sessions were 
held. Ramona told how the children 
were particular targets. The city 
never moved on its own court order 
to pick up the MOVE children prior 
to the May 13th assault. They 
planned to destroy not only the 
flower, but the seed of MOVE. 

The war waged by the Philadelphia 
police on MOVE exposed how funda¬ 
mentally antagonistic the conflict 
is between the struggle of Black 
people for human rights and U.S. 
imperialism. In the defense case. 

Free Mumia Abu Jamal! 

Mumia Abu-Jamal, a noted Black 
journalist from Philadelphia, is 
on death row in Huntington State 
Correctional Institution. He was 
railroaded to a conviction for the 
December, 1981 death of a Philadel¬ 
phia police officer in a shoot-out 
which left Mumia critically wounded. 
His case is being appealed on 
April 15th in Philadelphia. To 
date, his lawyer has never met with 
him because the judge has refused 
to transfer Mumia to a Philadelphia 
prison because of "security consi¬ 
derations. " 

Mumia was a journalist who wrote the 
truth about his people and their 
daily struggles. In 1981 he was 
president of the Association of Black 
Journalists. In high school he had 
been a leader of Black Panther Party 
and was suspended from school for 
distributing their literature. 

Since then he was targeted by the 


MOVE members talked of their 
belief in the sacredness of life; 
how they struggled for their 
children to have dignity and self- 
respect as Black people; how they 
will defend themselves against.a 
system that time and again proves 
its violence, and how they would 
have no use for weapons if they 
were not being attacked by the most 
well-armed aggressive system that 
humanity has yet faced. As Delbert 
Africa pointed out, the U.S. inva¬ 
sion of Grenada is what this sytem 
stands for. 

As they spoke for themselves, they 
fought for the humanity that was 
denied them in the propaganda war 
they have faced for years, a war 
that was very successful in isolat¬ 
ing MOVE from the Black community 
and consolidating the near-total 
antagonism from the white community. 
In interviews of the Black commun¬ 
ity done in 1978, Black people 
from the community described MOVE 
as harmless, different in their 

(cont'd on p. 24) 


Philadelphia police and the FBI. As 
a dedicated Black journalist, he 
further gained the antagonism of the 
Philadelphia authorities when he 
countered the propaganda campaign 
surrounding the early confrontation 
of MOVE members with this police. He 
gave honest coverage to the trial 
of MOVE members who were charged 
with the death of police officer, 
James Ramp, who died in the 1978 
police seige of MOVE headquarters. 
During the trial he became a MOVE 
supporter, began wearing his hair 
in dreads and distributed the 
MOVE newspaper to other reporters. 

The legal lynching of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal is another front of the war 
on Black people's right to self- 
defense and to silence any opposi¬ 
tion to the attack on MOVE. 

Support for Mumia is a critical 
response to the ongoing struggle 
to stop killer cops. 
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Alan Berkman: Treatment 
Completed, Spirit Unshaken 


Dr. Alan Berkman, political pris¬ 
oner from the Northamerican clan¬ 
destine movement, has completed a 
three-month course of radiation 
therapy for Hodgkin's Disease. 

The treatments were administered 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
as a result of a successful campaign 
to demand that he receive proper 
care. Judge Poliak received over 
700 letters and the government was 
forced to agree to treat Dr. Berk¬ 
man at a hospital equipped and 
experienced enough to treat this 
relatively rare form of cancer. 

Dr. Berkman's battle with cancer 
involved two major operations with 
serious complications, daily rides 
in high-speed caravans to and from 
the hospital, and serious weight 
loss resulting from the nausea and 
vomiting which accompany this kind 
of treatment. 

After the fight was-won to receive 
proper radiation treatments, Alan 
still had to fight the daily reali¬ 
ty of decisions made by the U.S. 
Marshal's Service which put "secur¬ 
ity” considerations above all else. 
The marshal pressured for his early 
release from the hospital to get 
Alan back to Chester County Prison, 
an action which contributed to com¬ 
plications requiring another opera¬ 
tion. The marshals ordered that 
Alan be shackled to his bed 24 
hours a day in the prison infirmary. 
After Judge Poliak ordered supple¬ 
mental protein, fruit and vegetables 
and vitamins because Dr. Berkman was 
losing dangerous amounts of weight, 
the marshals blocked the delivery 
of the food by Alan's family for 
weeks. This situation occurs time 
after time for political prisoners. 
They are labeled "security risks" 
by their mere definition as polit¬ 
ical prisoners, which becomes the 
justification for violations of 
their human and legal rights. 


Dr. Berkman raised these issues at 
a hearing in mid-February at which 
he applied for bail. (He has been 
held since his arrest in preven¬ 
tive detention). He argued that his 
continued incarceration under the 
conditions he was forced to endure 
during the medical ordeal was cruel 
and unnecessary, and that his ini¬ 
tial detention was solely because 
he is a political prisoner. The bail 
application was denied. 

Alan's courage through his illness 
is an inspiration to all who are 
in contact with him. Like many im¬ 
prisoned revolutionaries who under¬ 
go tests of character and convic¬ 
tions, the deprivations, when over¬ 
come, only build the strength of 
the individual and of the entire 
movement. A glimpse of Alan's re¬ 
solve comes through in this letter 
that he sent to the New Movement 
in solidarity with Puerto Rican 
Independence & Socialism, in re¬ 
sponse to a message of solidarity 
sent to him: 


Dear friends: 

I was very moved by your message of 
support, and I would like to respond 
by sharing some personal thoughts 
provoked in part by your letter. 

During my recent hospitalization, 
there were a few days when my 
physical condition was precarious 
enough to stimulate me to do a self- 
conscious review of the decisions 
I have made in my life. Faced 
with a possibility of death, and 
being in one of the few situations 
in which I had no "stake" in the 
outcome of my own introspection 
(how often do our decisions — 
even our thoughts — seem shaped by 
the weight of past commitments or a 
reluctance to face some difficult 
truths?), I wanted to see one more 
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(last?) time if I were fundamental¬ 
ly satisfied with the decision I made 
about 20 years ago to be a revolu¬ 
tionary. Clearly that was the major 
turning point, for giving form and 
substance to that decision has de¬ 
fined my adult life. 

You were right in your message to 
me -- I have no regrets. 

I found my mind flooded with memor¬ 
ies of people I have known, strug¬ 
gled with, and loved over the years. 

I was somewhat surprised to real¬ 
ize that in those moments of intro¬ 
spection, I was not terribly con¬ 
cerned with my personal accom¬ 
plishments or frustrations. At 
some very fundamental level, my de¬ 
cision to be a revolutionary was a 
decision to love others, to share 
my life with and commit myself to 
the struggle of the oppressed, to 
work toward a truly collective soc¬ 
iety as the only possible future 
for humanity. For me, and I be¬ 
lieve for any of us in the oppres¬ 
sor nation, being a revolutionary 
is a way to tjranscend the empty and 
malignant individualism of bour¬ 
geois ideology and culture and com¬ 
bat the harsh realities of our own 
white supremacy, national chauvin¬ 
ism and, where applicable, male 
supremacy. For us in the imperial¬ 
ist center, the self-conscious strug¬ 
gle to identify with the oppressed 
is the firsy step to regaining our 
basic humanity and assuring a place 
in world history. 

This can’t be left as a series of 
abstract beliefs or even articulated 
in an anti-imperialist politic or 
strategy; it must be manifested in 
concrete life decisions and prac¬ 
tice. At the most difficult and 
frustrating parts of our political 
lives — or those points when sacri¬ 
fices are demanded and risks need 
to be taken — an abstract inter¬ 
nationalism will not be adequate to 
sustain us; we need a close, human 
identification with our Third World 
comrades as well as with the ex¬ 
ploited and oppressed within the 
oppressor nation. 


My own struggle to become a revo¬ 
lutionary, my relationships with 
Third World revolutionaries in 
particular, and the relationships 
I was able to build with the op¬ 
pressed communities I served as a 
doctor, taught me to love as well 
as to fight. The collectivity I 
have experienced has convinced me 
that it is possible to build a 
society in which every person can 
receive more than s/he gives; this 
has gone a long way to combat the 
cynicism which arises from observ¬ 
ing the frequent attacks that indiv¬ 
idual revolutionaries have suffered 
in attempting to build socialism. 

I have no regrets; on the contrary, 

I feel a profound gratitude to those 
who have helped shape my life as a 
revolutionary. . . 


When I passed by the 

"Chamorro Industrial Factory” 

I remember when we were on the 
inside, liberating the money, 
pushing back the security guards, 
tying their hands, 
to search for the case, 
the slogan I spray-painted on 
the wall, 

the M-3 in your trusted hand, 
your poise, 

your determined voice shouting, 
Nobody move — we're from the FSLN! 
Everything became hushed. 

We did it for our people, 
for the workers who made those 
machines run. 

Bichar, 

that was how we carried out the 
operation called 

"Workers and peasants to power." 

— Francsico Orozco 

People's Sandinista Army 
Poetry Workshop 
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New Afrikan Freedom Fighter 
Mutulu Shakur Captured 


On February 11, New Afrikan 
Freedom Fighter Mutulu Shakur was 
captured in Los Angeles by agents 
•from the New York and Los Angeles 
!Joint Terrorist Task Force. 

!Dr. Shakur has been active in the 
♦Black Liberation movement for over 
j20 years. He was one of the found¬ 
ing members of the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of New 
Afrika in 1968. A year later. Dr. 
Shakur was among those who defended 
a meeting at the New Bethel Church 
in Detroit against a murderous po¬ 
lice raid. He helped to organize 
self-defense units in Cairo, Illi¬ 
nois and Wilmington, North Carolina 
and other communities in which 
Black people were subjected to po¬ 
lice and racist vigilante attacks. 


In the 70s, Dr. Shakur organized 
support for Black Liberation Army 
(BLA) prisoners-of-war and other 
Black political prisoners. In 1978, 
he organized one of the first memor¬ 
ials in New York City to Malcolm X 
on February 21, the anniversary of 
Malcolm's assassination. 

In this same period, Dr. Shakur was 
building the capacity of the Black 
community to fight the drug plague. 
He helped organize the Lincoln De¬ 
toxification Center, which used 
acupuncture to help hundreds of peo? 
pie defeat their drug habits. In 
1979, he was a co-founder of the 
Black Acupuncture Advisory Associ¬ 
ation of North America {BAAANA) 
which brought Chinese medicine to 
the Harlem community, to provide 
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people with decent, affordable med¬ 
ical care. 

Dr. Shakur was also a co-founder of 
the National Task Force for COINTEL- 
PRO Litigation and Research which 
worked to expose government attacks 
against the Black movement and to 
free political prisoners and POWs 
imprisoned as a result of COINTEL- 
PRO. Dr. Shakur also worked to sup¬ 
port the fight for freedom in 
Africa; in 1980, at the request of 
ZANU (Zimbabwe African National 
Union), he was an international ob¬ 
server of Zimbabwe's elections to 
establish an independent government. 

Immediately after the Oct. 20, 1981 
attempted expropriation of a Brink's 
truck in Nyack, New York by the 
Black Liberation Army, the U.S. 
government launched a brutal wave 
of repression against the Black 
Liberation movement. BAAANA was 
raided by the New York Joint Terror¬ 
ist Task Force and forced to close. 
Dr. Shakur became a fugitive, ac¬ 
cused of participation in the Oct. 


20th expropriation and other armed 
activities. New Afrikan freedom 
fighter Nehanda Abiodun, also ac¬ 
cused in the same indictment, re¬ 
mains free in the whirlwind. 

The U.S. government has begun to 
whip up hysteria around Dr. Shakur, 
playing him up in the media as the 
"Mastermind of Brink's." A grand 
jury convened in Los Angeles has 
subpoenaed a member of the New Af¬ 
rikan People's Organization (NAPO), 
a revolutionary nationalist organi¬ 
zation that has built political 
support for the BLA. 

Dr. Shakur was arraigned in New 
York City this March on the federal 
RICO "Brink's" indictment. A court¬ 
room packed with supporters gave 
him a standing ovation as he en¬ 
tered the courtroom to declare him¬ 
self a New Afrikan Prisoner-of-War 
and to state that he would fight 
the charges against him. 

Write to Dr. Mutulu Shakur, Metro¬ 
politan Correctional Center, 9 South, 
150 Park Row, New York, NY 10007. 


MARCH 7, 1986 - ARRAIGNMENT STATEMENT OF DR. MUTULU SHAKUR 

i would like to first of all thank all of the supporters who have come out 
today. Secondly, i wish to apologize for the inability to evade my capture, 
i would also like to send my love and revolutionary solidarity to all the 
locked down political prisoners and prisoners-of-war. 

i am a New Afrikan Freedom Fighter, i have been fighting against the injus¬ 
tices and tyranny of my people. As a citizen of the Republic of New Afrika, 
i have been fighting to realize the freedom and independence aspirations of 
my people which the united states government has attempted to circumvent. 

As a captured Freedom Fighter of the New Afrikan Nation i am a Prisoner-of- 
War and i demand to be treated in accordance with the Geneva Convention. 

As to the criminal conspiracy charge, i state that i am not a criminal, i 
intend to prove that the federal government has conspired to brutally ex¬ 
terminate the aspirations of nationhood and national-defense of New Afrikan 
(Black) people in general and in specific the revolutionary nationalist 
movement and to a lesser degree the Shakur and Olugbala tribes. This posi¬ 
tion represents that of myself and my sister-comrade Nehanda Abiodun. 

We anticipate the u.s. government to present a long lengthy disclosure of 
evidence to prove these false charges. We intend to fight against these c 
charges every step of the way. We have chosen to fight this battle in the 
courtroom in order for history to be recorded for the sake of our children 
and the future of our people. To that end - Let the Battle Begin. 

Free The Land, 

Dr. Mutulu Shakur 
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e Third Trial: Ha meed and 

Majid Fight Frame-Up 



Abdul Majid (Anthony LaBorde) and 
Basheer Hameed (James York) are cur¬ 
rently on trial for the third time 
in Queens Criminal Court, N.Y., for 
a shoot-out with the police in which 
one cop was killed and another wound¬ 
ed in April, 1981. 'The state has 
been on an all-out offensive to con¬ 
vict these New Afrikan Freedom Fight- 
ers * s tated by their support co- 

alition, "It is clear that they are 
being prosecuted for their political 
activities and their strong opposi¬ 
tion to this government's oppressive 
policies. They will not try police 
officer Sullivan who we know killed 
Eleanor Bumpurs, nor will they try 
the eleven police officers who mur¬ 
dered Michael Stewart yet they will 
try to make our Freedom Fighters 
criminals or political prisoners for 
life." 

Their first trial resulted in a hung 
jury. In the second trial Judge 
Cornelius O'Brien stopped the delib¬ 
erations when he learned that the 
jury was leaning (8 to 4) to acquit 
both men. This second trial exposed 
to the jury how the prosecution was 
attempting to carry out a railroad: 
the surviving police officer Rainey 


assisted a police artist in drawing 
a sketch which was then withheld froc 
the jury in the first trial. All 3 
eyewitnesses were hypnotized, a pro¬ 
cedure which has been ruled highly 
suggestive and unusable by courts 
throughout the judicial system. A 
confidential police report which 
gave the names and addresses of two 
New Jersey drug dealers who fitted 
the description of the persons seen 
at the scene was withheld from the 
jury, along with other materials 
vital to the defense of the two men. 

This third trial has been a battle¬ 
ground from the moment it began. 

The judge tried to prevent the se¬ 
lection of a decent jury by exten¬ 
sively limiting the voir dire. Even 
questions probing racism in the po¬ 
tential jurors were excluded. 

Opening statements will be heard on 
April 14th. Further information on 
the trial can be obtained from: 
LABORDE AND YORK COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
COALITION 
C/0 IDEAL 

1289 A FULTON STREET - BOX 329 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11216 
718-789-6233 
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OHIO 7 TRIAL ENDS IN SPLIT VERDICT: 
Jury Won’t Swallow State’s Story 


"I want to point now at both of 
these men right here.* Mr. Gallagher 
and Mr. Rose (Ed.: U.S. Attorneys) 
and their cohorts of the Joint Ter¬ 
rorist Task Force. . . the import¬ 
ant thing I want you to realize is 
what they represent, why they are 
here, why they feel it’s necessary 
to point over at this table and 
say we are criminals, is because 
the reason they are here is to de¬ 
fend the government of racist South 
Africa; to defend the government of 
the United States, its policies, its 
war crimes in Central America. . . 

When we get up, we say something 
about the death of Michael Stewart 
on the streets of New York — murder 
by the New York Police Department. 
They stand up and object; they show 
their own racism. They show which 
side of the freedom struggle they 
are on. . . They are here to defend 
the government of South Africa." 

With these words Ray Levasseur began 
his closing argument in the trial of 
the Ohio 7. The 7 were charged with 
11 bombings against U.S. and South 
African corporate and military tar¬ 
gets which were claimed by the Unit¬ 
ed Freedom Front in 1982 - 85. Three 
and a half weeks later, the jury, 
unable to reach a verdict on over 
half of the 72 counts charged, was 
pressured by Judge I. Leo Glasser 
to complete their deliberations. 

They jury hung on 39 counts; they 
returned guilty verdicts on 32 
counts and a not guilty verdict on 
one count. 

Throughout the five-and-a-half month 
trial, the government paraded 150 
witnesses, mostly government and 
FBI agents, before the jury. The 
government introduced as evidence 
hundreds of pages of political doc¬ 
uments, investigation of U.S. war 
crimes, and notes from political 
discussions, all seized from the 
homes of the 7 when they were arrest¬ 


ed. The prosecution tried to con¬ 
vince the jury that there was sim¬ 
ilar language between these docu¬ 
ments and the communiques of the 
United Freedom Front; the Ohio 7 
argued that these similarities re¬ 
flected the common concerns that any 
serious activist would express about 
the crimes of U.S. imperialism. They 
argued that as long as the U.S. car¬ 
ries out genocidal wars against 
national liberation, there will be 
resistance. 

In the Ohio 7's cross-examination of 
the FBI and police agents, they ex¬ 
posed how the political police car¬ 
ry out repression against those who 
resist, in explaining why the 7 
lived and worked in clandestinity, 
Ray Levasseur said "I see the need 
for clandestinity in this country, 
if you're going to challenge the pol 
icies of this government and sur¬ 
vive long enough to do it; that I 
could make a better contribution as 
a revolutionary working clandestine¬ 
ly." Ray's closing was met with 
cheers and applause from the many 
supporters who filled the courtroom. 

Although some of the 7 face sen¬ 
tences of up to 65 years in prison, 
their defense made a significant 
contribution to the building of 
revolutionary resistance because 
they vigorously and successfully 
fought the criminalization of rev¬ 
olutionaries. The success or fail¬ 
ure of a political trial cannot be 
judged solely by the verdict. As 
Ray stated, the courts are "simply 
part of the system that we so 
often refrred to that perpetuates 
many injustices, that perpetuates 
racism and the war crimes and hu¬ 
man rights violations that we fight 
so hard against." The fact that 
the jury refused to convict on all 
counts — as the government arro¬ 
gantly expected — is a step for- 

ward * (cont'd on p. 23) 
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Marilyn Buck: Revolutionary Example 


Anti-imperialist' Marilyn Buck is 
awaiting a decision by Judge 
Charles Haight as to whether her 
New York City case will be consol¬ 
idated with that of recently cap¬ 
tured Dr. Mutulu Shakur. Marilyn 
has been in jail for a year with¬ 
out having gone to trial. She and 
Mutulu joined together in asking 
that their cases not be joined so 
as not to further prejudice 
Marilyn's rights to a speedy trial. 

Both Dr. Shakur and Marilyn Buck 
face charges of violating racket¬ 
eering (RICO) laws; both are in¬ 
dicted for taking part in the lib¬ 
eration of Assata Shakur from 
Clinton Prison, and for several 
expropriations in the New York 
area, including the October 20, 

1981 attempted Brink's expropri¬ 
ation. 

Depending on the nature of Judge 
Haight's decision, Marilyn's 
trial might begin as early as 
May, 1986. In her trial she in¬ 
tends to draw out the lessons and 
principles which have guided her 
development as an anti-imperialist 
and as one of the most courageous 
women revolutionaries. Marilyn 
Buck, when confronted by the chal¬ 
lenges of people fighting oppres¬ 
sion, accepted the challenge to 
apply these lessons to her own 
life, and to answer the question 
of what kind of movement must be 
built to contribute to this strug¬ 
gle. 


In an August 1986 interview, Marilyn 
spoke about the effect on her of the 
Black Power Movement; "It mattered 
there's a reason that Black people 
have for hating America. Malcolm 
X says that Black people are vic- 
times of America, that the Ameri¬ 
can dream is the Afro-American/ 

Black man's nightmare." He "had 
a great impact on me in trying to 


understand that liberation is more 
than just civil rights, that white 
people have to be more than social 
workers, that we have to take re¬ 
sponsibility for the crimes that 
this country has waged against 
masses of people around the world. 

I can see it most clearly here, in¬ 
side America, in the Black commun¬ 
ity." 

Marilyn took on that responsibil¬ 
ity. For over a decade, and for 
much of that time in clandestinity, 
she has fought to build an alliance 
of white people with the Black lib¬ 
eration struggle and the worldwide 
struggle against imperialism. She 
has materially aided liberation 
forces and built our movement's 
capacity to fight alongside those 
movements and oppose the war mach¬ 
ine and the forces of fascism and 
white supremacy. 

This is a period when the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment has had staggering success 
in consolidating white people to 
oppose human rights struggles and 
to support imperialist aggression. 
Forces like the Klan, the Moral 
Majority, the 10,000 New York City 
cops who mobilized to support the 
officer who murdered Black grand¬ 
mother Eleanor Bumpurs — to sup¬ 
port the "right" of the police to 
kill Black people at will -- all 
of these are examples of this rise 
of reaction, firmly rooted in 
racism. 

Will progressive white people resist 
or will we just support others who 
do? Marilyn Buck answered that 
question for herself, and in the 
years that the movement has been 
in a lull helped keep the fire 
burning. It is deeply in imper¬ 
ialism's interests to discredit, 
criminalize and isolate Marilyn 
Buck. It is in our interests to 
propagate her example and live by 
it. 
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Whitehom Exposes FBI Lies 


Major FBI misconduct has been re¬ 
vealed in the case o.f Laura White- 
horn. Laura, a long-time anti¬ 
imperialist who has spent the last 
years building clandestine resist¬ 
ance, was arrested May 11, 1985 and 
charged with possession of weapons 
and false identification, and with 
assault on a federal officer. She 
has been held in preventive deten¬ 
tion since her arrest. 

After one day of Laura's January 
trial, Judge Ramsey was forced to 
call a mistrial and to hold a hear¬ 
ing on an illegal FBI search. Pol¬ 
itical support from the Baltimore 
progressive community lent weight 
to Laura’s argument that she was 
on trial only because she is a 
revolutionary; and forced the pre¬ 
viously intransigent judge to look 
again at the government's actions. 

Before the trial began, Ramsey sup¬ 
pressed a gun uncovered in a search 
of the apartment after he refused 
to accept the government's conten¬ 
tion that the search*was a "pro¬ 
tective sweep" to look for a booby- 
trap bomb in the apartment. With 
opening statements, it became glar¬ 
ingly clear that many more items 
of evidence might well have to be 
thrown out. In a hearing to in¬ 
vestigate the FBI's actions, de¬ 
fense attorneys showed just how 
far illegal activity had gone. 

The "protective sweep” was shown to 
be a subterfuge to cover up an il¬ 
legal search. None of the stan¬ 
dard procedures, like using a bomb¬ 
sniffing dog, had been followed. 

The "expert" who led the search was 
really an expert in going through 
the rubble after armed actions to 
collect evidence, not a bomb-dis¬ 
posal technician. 

Agents looked everywhere in the 
apartment, and went so far as to 
break a padlock on a basement stor¬ 
age room to search it. While the 
illegal search was going on, agents 


called in periodic reports to their 
office — where a supposedly "im¬ 
partial" magistrate was signing a 
search warrant. The judge ultim¬ 
ately decided to suppress other 
items of evidence, including anoth¬ 
er gun, a silencer, and some false 
identification. 

Though the government's case against 
her has been seriously weakened, 

Laura is still being held in jail. 

She is held on contempt for refus¬ 
ing as a matter of principle to give 
the government handwriting samples 
it has requested. Despite the fact 
that the subpoena was only for the 
duration of the trial, Laura is 
still in jail — when it may well 
be months before the government, 
which is appealing the judge's 
decision, is ready for trial. The 
fight has begun to lift the con¬ 
tempt, and get Laura released on 
bail. 

The victory in the suppression hear¬ 
ing is an example of the power of 
political support. Judge Ramsey 
had accepted the government's story 
for months. A combination of ag¬ 
gressive legal work and consistent 
political argument forced him to 
reexamine the facts, or to risk ex¬ 
posing the naked political repres¬ 
sion that is at the heart of this 
case. Ramsey referred in his opin¬ 
ion to recent Supreme Court decis¬ 
ions wiping out Fourth Amendment 
protections against illegal search¬ 
es. In this period, there is some 
discontent among federal judges, 
particularly those appointed before 
the Reagan Regime, with the reac¬ 
tionary direction of the Supreme 
Court. These judges believe that 
the law as it stands is sufficient 
to carry out the "war against ter¬ 
rorism" — and that the sweeping 
elimination of existing rights might 
provoke too much opposition. Other 
judges are perfectly happy to be 
yes-men for the Joint Terror¬ 
ist Task Force and justify every 
government action. 
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Linda Evans’ 
Harboring 
Charge 
Dropped 


The government has suffered some 
significant setbacks in the case of 
Linda Evans, whose Connecticut 
trial has now been postponed. In 
P retr i a i hearings, charges of har¬ 
boring a fugitive (Marilyn Buck) 
were dropped when it was revealed 
that FBI agents had lied to the 
grand jury in order to obtain an 
indictment. Linda and her attorney, 
Diane Polan, exposed that agents of 
the FBI Joint Terrorist Task Force 
had distorted lab reports and re¬ 
ferred to both Linda and Marilyn 
terrorists" before the grand 
jury. The groups of photos that 
they had shown to potential witnes¬ 
ses were completely illegal: rath¬ 
er than showing different indiv¬ 
iduals with similar appearances, 
as standard procedure dictates, 
the FBI agents had shown photos 
of numbers of anti-imperialists 
who were targeted by the govern¬ 
ment. When the witnesses final¬ 
ly testified in pretrial hearings, 
they were unable to make any iden¬ 
tifications of Linda and Marilyn 
together, even when they were 
coached by the U.S. Attorney. 


Linda also succeeded in using the 
exposure of illegal FBI activities 
in Baltimore (see article on Laura 
Whitehorn) to suppress various 
pieces of evidence. 

On April 14, Linda Evans will go to 
trial in federal court in New York 
City* a retrial of charges that 
she harbored Marilyn Buck in the 
hours immediately preceding their 
May 11, 1985 arrest. In Linda's 
words: "My defense there was sim¬ 

ilar to what it would have been in 
the Hartford case — that although 
Marilyn and I are comrades, both 
part of the anti-imperialist move¬ 
ment , my intent in any of my actions 
was never to "harbor" her. Rather, 
we have both been involved in build¬ 
ing a clandestine resistance move- 
nicn 't* • •’ Linda will be represent¬ 
ing herself in the New York trial. 

One week after the New York trial, 
Linda will go on trial in Hartford 
to face the remaining charges of 
possessing false identification; 
and then face charges in New Or¬ 
leans of purchasing weapons using 
false identification. 
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FROM IRELAND: 


“STRIP SEARCHES: SECURITY OR SUBJUGATION?” 



RAPE 


‘You are (old to atrip naked You 
are always In view of prison staff, 
usually about six. At times there 
have been as many as IS. When you 
are naked, your body is Inspected 
front and rear. A warder takes hold 
of your hands and inspects the 
palms, and picks up your feet to in¬ 
spect the soles. It Is like a cattle 
market. Anyone with lono hair is or¬ 
dered to gather their hair up on their 
head Warders search your hair 
Menstruating women are ordered to 
remove their tampons or pads. If a 
prisoner refuses, their sanitary pro¬ 
tection is forcibly removed and In¬ 
spected 


"Women who refused the search 
were beaten, kicked, forcibly strip 
searched and left naked on the 
floor. One girt was blindfolded and 
badly beaten. Her legs were forced 
over her shoulders She was then 
put on 60 days punishment." 

« 

Women in Armagh Jail in the 
north of Ireland are being routinely 
subjected to degrading and humili¬ 
ating strip searches, as described 
by a prisoner. Strip searching, which 
hadn't been practiced in Armagh for 
30 years, was introduced in 
November 1982 Since then, nearly 
2,500 strip searches have been en 
dured by women, the majority of 
whom are unconvicled prisoners 
awaiting trial. Women as young as 
15 and as old as 70 have been strip 
searched. 

NOT FOR SECURITY 

The British government defends the 
policy of strip searching or. the 
grounds of security. In fact, wimen 
appearing in court make a 20-minute 
outing from the prison. They are 
conveyed to court in a van, locked In 
steel cubicles. Throughout this 
time, they are under escort, which is 
supported by an RUC (Royal Ulster 
Constabulary) armed guard, and do 
not come into physical contact with 
any member of the public. 


Strip searching serves no purpose 
with regard to security but It Is done 
solely to degrade and break the 
women prisoners before their trial. 
The women who endure It consider 
it similar to rape, a routine violation 
of their bodies and an affront to 
women 


We call on you to join the cam¬ 
paign to end the practice of strip 
searching In Armagh Jail. Doctors, 
lawyers, church groups and labor 
unions are among the many organiz¬ 
ations in Ireland and Europe who 
are working to end this degrading 
practice Amnesty International. 
USA has passed a resolution to con¬ 
sider strip searching as a lorm of 
torture 

Mllwi ln.ii S\ IMtUIW 


r»t t«ti»o—iioB v m- ta til pmoraii .r n a... i»r.w s*»* 
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EUROPE: Resistance Movements 

Fight U.S./NATO Counterinsurgency 


U.S. imperialism learned a lesson 
when it couldn't depend on its Eur¬ 
opean allies for total support dur¬ 
ing the war in Vietnam. It began 
to shape a policy to transform the 
nations of Europe, through NATO, 
into military/economic satellites 
of the U.S. The importance of 
these considerations wa's under¬ 
scored on April 11, when the U.S. 
was forced to cancel its agres¬ 
sion against Libya because it 
couldn *t depend on European coun¬ 
tries for back-up. 

Integral to the U.S. military/eco¬ 
nomic strategy is a counterinsur¬ 
gency strategy designed to destroy 
the European anti-imperialist re¬ 
sistance which is an obstacle to 
U.S. plans. The most highly dev¬ 
eloped forms of legal repression and 
psychological torture of prisoners 
is in place in Europe — also under 
NATO's leadership — and, in partic¬ 
ular, in West Germany. 

There are about 40 political prison¬ 
ers who are accused of membership in 
the RAF (Red Army Fraction). They 
are held for years in total isola¬ 
tion, without any physical contact 
with another human being. Their 
mail is censored and their infre¬ 
quent visits openly recorded; their 
papers are routinely taken from their 
cells and destroyed. These condi¬ 
tions are designed to destroy their 
political identities, to cut them 
off from their movement, and to 
break their minds and spirit. 

Despite this level of torture, the 
revolutionary commitment of the RAF 
prisoners continues to blaze; they 
continue to both fight against the 
conditions, and to offer vital ideo¬ 
logical contributions. Their daily 
resistance is an inspiration and a 
call to action for the entire re¬ 


sistance movement. Their spirit and 
strategy are exemplified by a hunger 
strike which they began in April, 
1985 to fight for association among 
political prisoners. Their courage 
inspired support throughout Europe. 
Support meetings were held across 
the continent. Over 5,000 people 
demonstrated at the German Supreme 
Court in Karlsruhe. Armed actions 
by the RAF, Action Directe in France 
and the Communist Cells in Belgium 
shook NATO installations. The pris¬ 
oners ended the strike before the 
demand was won, but they evaluated 
that the action built unity between 
the RAF prisoners and prisoners 
from the public resistance move¬ 
ment, and with the movement overall, 
and brought them closer to their 
goal of being housed together in 
groups. 

The families of the political pris¬ 
oners are organized into a group to 
fight the isolation torture. Be¬ 
cause of the laws that exist in 
the FRG prohibiting support for the 
political prisoners (under the same 
law, Sec. 129, that forbids member¬ 
ship in the RAF!) relatives are of¬ 
ten the only people who can speak 
publicly about the conditions and 
the resistance. Even so, family 
members face attacks by the polit¬ 
ical police: arrests, death threats, 
random searches. 

The Northamerican anti-imperialist 
movement has a great deal to learn 
from the German struggle: from the 
level of political development and 
militancy of the resistance move¬ 
ment, from the consistency and 
strength of the armed clandestine 
movement, and from the unbreakable 
spirit of the prisoners. In fu¬ 
ture issues, we will be printinq 
more articles from and about our 
European comrades. 
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Torture of West German Political Prisoners 
Brought Before U.N. 


On April 3-4, the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission discussed' the conditions 
of the political prisoners held in 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
(West Germany). This article was 
bitten us by a West German 
supporter of the prisoners: 


The FRG and about 80 other coun¬ 
tries are parties to the Inter¬ 
national Covenant on Civil and Pol¬ 
itical Rights (not including the 
U.S., Israel or South Africa). Art¬ 
icle 7 of this agreement prohibits 
a nd inhumane treatment of 
prisoners. This year, the FRG was 
called to account for its treatment 
of its political prisoners. 

The FRG denies the existence of iso¬ 
lation confinement — that polit¬ 
ical prisoners receive any special 
treatment. However, questions 
from members of the Commission made 
clear that they believe special 
treatment exists. They asked,for 
example, why special treatment is 
ordered, how long the order re¬ 
mains in effect; the FRG represen¬ 
tative finally admitted that there 
is special treatment for "particu¬ 
lar dangerous prisoners" (danger¬ 
ous because of their "fanaticism") . 


Spanish Prisoners' Hunger Strike 


The representative from Yugoslavia 
noted that long-term isolation 
might lead to serious damage to 
the prisoner and requested that 
medical examinations be performed. 
The representative of Mauritius 
argued that the prohibition of tor¬ 
ture specified in Art. 7 must apply 
to everyone, even people said to be 
"terrorists." The response of the 
FRG was to argue that the condi¬ 
tions of the prisoners were not 
appropriate for the Commission to 
deal with; they are an internal 
German matter. 

^ *- s important that the Commission 
did not accept the FRG’s assertion 
that there is no isolation confine¬ 
ment practiced against political 
prisoners, and that several mem¬ 
bers made clear criticisms of the 
FRG representative. 

Information about prison conditions 
in the FRG and about the fight for 
the human rights of the political 
prisoners is useful for the support 
movement in the U.S. There are 
similar methods of counterinsur¬ 
gency against the political prison¬ 
ers in the U.S. as in the FRG, and 
the fight for the protection of 
the prisoners is against the same 
enemy. 


700 people are held as political prisoners in Spain. They represent 
the PCE(r) (the Spanish Communist Party - Genuine), GRAPO (the armed 
wing of the PCE(r)) and ETA (a national liberation front fighting for 
self-determination for the oppressed Basque nation within Spain's 
borders). The Committee to Fight Repression received the following 
letter from the women prisoners of the PCE(r) and GRAPO: 


We, the women prisoners of PCE(r) 
and the GRAPO want to # give notice 
of the life threatening regimen 
that the Government has tried to 
enforce on us. On the 25th of 
November we were transferred to a 
housing unit which is joined to the 
Carabanchel prison for men. This 


housing unit previously lodged pris¬ 
oners who had infectious illnesses. 
It has been reconstructed with new 
techniques of isolation and psycho¬ 
logical tortures which have been 
learned by the Spanish social fasc¬ 
ists from their colleagues in Ger¬ 
many. 
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The cells are sound-proof boxes. We 
cannot hear any sound when the wo¬ 
men jailer closes the double door. 
The dining rooms are in a basement 
and we must stay there almost all 
day, with artificial light, because 
returning to our cells is prohib¬ 
ited. Otherwise, we must stay en¬ 
closed in our cells and renounce 
our hours of yard recreation. All 
around are closed doors and women 
jailers. Everything is controlled 
by electronic systems. . . Every¬ 
thing, absolutely everything is pre¬ 
planned for they practice social 
fascist policy with political pris¬ 
oners: Either be a traitor to the 
revolution or suffer isolation; 
either be a traitor or suffer the 
police with their truncheons to 
force us to carry out their degrad¬ 
ing rules. . . 

Today, after a week of struggle, 
after we refused to agree to their 
rules, we have succeeded in win¬ 
ning some improvements which pro¬ 
vide us minimum necessities to 
life between these walls. But we 
are conscious that they will try 
to wrench these improvements at any 
moment. These are their plans for 
us in the future. . \ 


All responds to a plan which has 
been elaborated by the Government 
and its owners: the Oligarchy; a 
plan whose aim is that we be turned 
into a traitor to the revolution, 
be humiliated as revolutionaries and 
as persons, turned into persons 
without conscience and without will. 
And, if they do not obtain this, 
there will be: vexations, beatings, 
psychological torture, isolation 
. . . and "suicides" like Ulrike 
Meinhof's suicide in Germany. . . 

We political prisoners are hostages 
of this repressive police state and 
we are a very important part of the 
resistance of our people, resist¬ 
ance they want to destroy. For 
that, support and solidarity of all 
people sympathetic with our fight 
and our resistance in the prison is 
necessary if we want to break their 
policy. . . 

AGAINST REPRESSION! 

FOR AMNESTY! 

GO ON TO THE RESISTANCE POLITICAL 
MOVEMENT! 

Carabanchal, December 1, 1985 
Prisoners of PCE(r) and GRAPO 
Madrid, Spain 



Demonstrators hang banners supporting the Red Army Fraction and calling 
for "Death to U.S. Imperialism" on the Amerikanhaus in Hamburg 
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II0_7 # cont'd from p. 15 

e Ohio 7 — Ray Levasseur, Jaan 
aman, Richard Williams, Barbara 
xzi-Laaman, Carol Manning and 
omas Manning — will be sen- 
need throughout the day on 
ril 28 and 29, one at a time, 
atricia Gros, whose case was 
vered due to a death in the 
mily of her attorney Susan 
pograph, is scheduled to begin 
ial on May 19th, the birthday of 
Chi Minh and Malcolm X). The 
vernment obviously doesn't want 
again have to face the power of 
eir unity. 

eaking for the Ohio 7, Ray 
vasseur summed up the trial by 
ating H I have tried to add the 
ice of revolutionary resistance 
this trial, to try to prevent 
from being silenced and to ad- 
nce those issues which are of 
eat concern to us and people 
roughout the world. Those is- 
es are self-determination for 
tions, human rights and the right 
people to resist a government's 
iminal activity by whatever means 
s necessary to do so." 


REVOLUTIONARY 
BOOKS BY NAIL 


JACOBIN is a ne» service offering 
anti-itfenahst tnghsIKanguage 
books, oaephlets anti periodicals froa 
Africa, the Caribbean, Ireland, 

England and the US, Ne are partisan 
and non-Mctirun; devoted to all 
those in struggle for national 
liberation ana socialise; and 
particularly those «ho have taken up 
the road of aracd struggle. Send il 
for JACOBIN REVIEW t CATALOG and to 
be on out sailing list. Catalog free 
to prisoners. 

Jacobin Books 

PO Box 416, Van Brunt Su. 

Brooklyn. NY 11215 






NEW YORK 3 , cont'd from p. 5 

it became clear that the government 
was intent on wiping out Black re¬ 
volutionaries — and equally clear 
that the Black Liberation movement 
was even more intent on fighting 
back. Support for all political 
prisoners and POWs, and uncondi¬ 
tional support for the right of 
Black and all colonized people to 
fight for liberation by any means 
necessary, must be principles of 
the white anti-imperialist movement. 
Acting on those principles now can 
be part of overturning the history 
of the 70s. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

1. Contact the New York 3 Freedom 
Campaign, 2 West 125th St., New York, 
NY 10027 for more information. 

2. Make a contribution to help cover 
legal/political expenses. 

3. Write to the New York 3 to show 
your support (their addresses are 
on the inside cover.) 
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RAMONA AFRICA, cont'd from p. 9 

dress, dreadlocks and habits, 
strident in their rhetoric, caring 
of their children, and somewhat of 
a curiosity. By 1985, these des¬ 
criptions had been replaced by 
suspicion, fear and animosity. But 
dominantly, the subhuman images of 
MOVE played to racism of the white 
community, even progressive and 
Left sectors—instilling the fear 
of the oppressor for the oppressed, 
built on age-old racist images. 

Even now, after Ramona Africa's 
victory (and the official commis¬ 
sion's reports, as well as the 
escalating criticism of Mayor 
Goode and the police), there is 
little support among white people 
for MOVE and against racist violence. 
It is a challenge of deep magnitude. 
To support Black people's right to 
their homes, to their children, to 
their self-defense, and to self- 
determination will mean a confron¬ 
tation with the same murderous 
police forces that broadcast their 
message of terror on May 13th. 


We reprint the words of the Red 
Guerrilla Resistance from their 



communique which accompanied an at¬ 
tack on the New York City Police 
Benevolent Association on February 
21, 1985: "The struggle against kill¬ 
er cops is one of the main ways that 
masses of Third World people are 
fighting and challenging the very 
nature of the system. When white 
people take up this struggle, it's 
a real step towards changing our 
relationship to the system and be¬ 
coming a part of the fight for 
power. Fighting white supremacy 
is the only basis on which an al¬ 
liance can be built with the nation¬ 
al liberation struggles which are 
leading and advancing the struggle 
against imperialism. Supporting 
the just demands for human rights, 
self-defense and self-determination 
and making these demands our own is 
the way that we can challenge the 
degradation and brutality of the 
system. If our movement will take 
on this struggle, we can begin to 
build effective revolutionary re¬ 
sistance." 

FLASH: Ramona Africa was sentenced 

to 1*5 to 7 years in jail. She 
faced a maximum of 14 years. 


BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE 

MOVEMENT: Communiques from the 

Northamerican Armed Clandestine 
Movement, 1982-85 

The Committee to Fight Repression 
has published this collection to 
make available the words of 
the organizations which have made 
a critical contribution to the 
development of anti-imperialist 
resistance. The 54-page book in¬ 
cludes all communiques issued by 
the United Freedom Front, the 
Armed Resistance Unit, the Rev¬ 
olutionary Fighting Group and 
the Red Guerrilla Resistance, 
which accompanied armed actions. 
It also includes a foreward by 
political prisoner Dr. Alan 
Berkman. 

$2.50; discounts on bulk orders 
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APRIL 19, cont'd from p. 3 

collaborate with grand jury inves¬ 
tigations of their movements; 
Sanctuary workers; anti-nuclear 
Plowshares activists and draft 
resisters. They include white anti¬ 
imperialists who have been jailed 
for building a clandestine resis¬ 
tance movement. What they have in 
common is their will to resist, and 
to go beyond the "acceptable means 
of protest" to do so; and the fact 
that because of this they have all 
been targetted by the counterinsur¬ 
gency strategies of the U.S. govern- 
One part of these strategies 
is portraying those who resist as 
"criminals" and "terrorists". The 
legal system is used to "prove" that 
these people are not political 
prisoners at all, but simply law¬ 
breakers, in order to criminalize 
resistance. 


But there are political prisoners in 
the U.S., and that's proved by the 
special treatment the government 
hands out to them. Right now, 
Maxi-Maxi units are being developed 
for political prisoners in Tucson, 
Arizona, in Lexington, Kentucky— 
for women, and within-the New York 
State prison system. Marion Peniten¬ 
tiary in Marion, Illinois, is the 
model for these units, where for 
years Prisoners of War like Sekou 
Odinga and Sundiata Acoli, other 
political prisoners and the most 
militant among the federal prison 
population have been held in condi¬ 
tions of unspeakable brutality and 
isolation. These units subject 
prisoners to isolation from one 
another and from other prisoners in 
conditions of sensory deprivation 
and strict control of their access 
to visitors, mail and reading 
materials. Increasingly, sexual 
abuse, harassment and intimidation 
is being directed by prison admin¬ 
istrators and male guards against 
women Prisoners of War and political 
prisoners, in an attempt to break 
their spirits. The special Maxi- 
Maxi units are part of an overall 
retooling of the prison system to 
prepare it to house even greater 
numbers of Third World and poor 


people, putting them to work in a 
prison slave-labor system to make 
profits for private industry and to 
pay for the costs of their own incar¬ 
ceration—at wages of 11C per hour. 

The demonstrations at the Metropoli¬ 
tan Correctional Center in New York 
City, which now houses New Afrikan 
Prisoner of War Mutulu Shakur; 13 
Puerto Rican independentistas 
charged with the 1983 expropriation 
of $7 million from a Hartford, 
Connecticut Wells Fargo depot (an 
action claimed by Los Macheteros, 
an armed clandestine Puerto Rican 
revolutionary organization) ; and 
anti-imperialists Marilyn Buck, 

Linda Evans, and the Ohio 7; and the 
demonstration at Marion Penitentiary 
and Lexington are part of an ongoing 
campaign to defend our political 
prisoners and stop these maxi-maxi 
units. 

There are lessons to be learned from 
the persistent battle to free Nelson 
Mandela and Zeph Mothopeng from the 
prisons of South Africa, to the 
mobilization of the families of the 
disappeared in Latin America, to the 
movement to support the IRA political 
prisoners in Northern Ireland; that 
organized and consistent resistance 
can teach us about the nature of the 
government, and can defend and free 
P°liti ca l prisoners. By supporting 
political prisoners and POWs, we are 
saying that prisons cannot stop the 
spirit of resistance—because it is 
our resistance, tool 
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UPDATES 


Grand jury resister Carol Hill was 
released from jail in early March 
when a Boston federal judge grant¬ 
ed her Grumbles motion (that is a 
motion filed by grand jury resist¬ 
ers stating that no amount of time 
in jail would ever make them col¬ 
laborate.) The Boston grand jury 
which subpoenaed her was extended 
one month at least, to end in 
late March. CFR extends to Carol 
our congratulations at her re¬ 
lease and our respect for her 
and all those who put their prin¬ 
ciples into practice and resist 
the grand jury. 


Three more people have been charged 
with the September 1983 expropria¬ 
tion of $7 million from a Hart¬ 
ford, Connecticut Wells Fargo 
depot. Thirteen Puerto Rican 
independentistas already faced 
charges for this action which was 
claimed by LoS Macheteros, a clan¬ 
destine revolutionary organiza¬ 
tion fighting for independence and 
socialism for Puerto Rico. (See 
the Insurgent , Vol. 1, No. 2) 

Antonio Camacho, Roberto Maldo¬ 
nado and Paul Weinberg were ar¬ 
rested on March 22 and added to a 
revised indictment which super¬ 
cedes the original one. Maldonado, 
an attorney and director of the 
Puerto Rican Human Rights Insti¬ 
tute ; and Antonio Camacho, brother 
of one of the original Puerto 
Rican Independence 13 Isaac 
Camacho, were each arrested by 
large contingents of FBI agents 
in Puerto Rico. They were held on 
$200,000 amd $150,000 bail, re¬ 
spectively, and are currently 
being held at the MCC in New York. 
Paul Weinberg, an attorney, was 
arrested in Springfield, Massa¬ 
chusetts and released on a 
$200,000 personal bond. 


Nine of the original 13 are still 
imprisoned at the MCC under the 
preventive detention law. On 
March 3, they began a three-day 
fast to protest their detention 
as well as the government's denial 
of legal rights to them. The 13 
are fighting for the release of 
their 9 comrades; for a change of 
venue of the trial to their nation 
of Puerto Rico; and for the right 
to get transcripts of all tapes 
which were made of them through 
electronic surveillance. 


Three Northamerican church and 
lay workers and one Guatemalan 
refugee refused to testify at 
the Tucson, Arizona trial of 11 
Sanctuary workers, and were each 
sentenced to house arrest for the 
duration of the trial. The four 
(Mary Ann Lundy of Minneapolis, 
Kay Kelly and Rev. George 
Lockwood of Tucson, and Elba 
Theresa Lopez from Guatemala) 
are among 14 unindicted co-con¬ 
spirators in the case. The 3 
Northamericans refused to tes¬ 
tify on the grounds that to do 
so would endanger their rela¬ 
tionship to the church and the 
community, and that forcing them 
to testify was a violationof 
their First Amendment right to 
the exercise of religion. Mary 
Ann Lundy told the court ”1 
choose not to testify and in¬ 
voke my privilege as a Presby¬ 
terian elder not to speak against 
my community of faith.” 

Elba Theresa Lopez stated in ad¬ 
dition that to testify would 
place her and her children in 
great danger of persecution if 
she was deported back to Guate¬ 
mala. She was placed under 
house arrest at the Universal 
Baltist Church in Seattle,where 
she had sought sanctuary. 

The defense rested its case in 
early April without presenting 














-- 

any witnesses, because of the 
‘judge's ruling that they would 
not be permitted to present any 
evidence concerning U.S. war 
crimes or death squads in Cen¬ 
tral America — or, in fact, any 
evidence to show that refugees 
had fled Central America because 
they feared for their lives. 

Closing statements by the defense 
were frequently interrupted by 
the U.S. Attorney, who also de¬ 
manded of the judge (unsuccess¬ 
fully) that defense attorneys be 
held in contemot of court. 

For more information about the 
Sanctuary Movement, and to make 
contributions to support it, 
write to the Tucson Ecumenical 
Task Force on Central America, 

317 West 23 St., Tucson, AZ 
85713 and the National Sanctuary 
Defense Fund, 1610 Bush St., San 
Francisco, CA 94109. 


A federal grand 'jury in Los 
Angeles has subpoenaed Watane 
Tyembo, a member of the New Afrik- 
an People's Organization, in an in¬ 
vestigation launched after the cap¬ 
ture in that city of New African 
Freedom Fighter Mutulu Shakur. 

Mr. Tyembo has taken a position 
of total non-collaboration with 
the grand jury. Hearings on the 
subpoena have been postponed un¬ 
til late April. 


Grand jury resisters Julio Rosado, 
Andres Rosado and Steven Guerra 
are all due to be released in mid- 
April from federal prisons. All 
have served well over half of a 
two-year sentence imposed for crim¬ 
inal contempt, for their refusal to 
collaborate with a grand jury in¬ 
vestigating the Puerto Rican Inde¬ 
pendence Movement and the FALN. 
Maria Cueto and Ricardo Romero, 
sentenced at the same time, will be 
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released in June and July, respec¬ 
tively — Maria because women do 
not have the same opportunities to 
get good time off for working; 
Ricardo because a serious back prob¬ 
lem has kept him from working while 
in prison. 



(LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 

>An error appeared in the art¬ 
icle "FBI'S RICHARD HELD -- 
WAR CRIMINAL" in the last issue 
|of the Insurgent . The FBI 
agent who led counterinsurgen¬ 
cy operations in Pine Ridge, 
|Chicago and Detroit is Richard 
•Held, Sr., the father of the 
|agent who led the raids on 
'August 30, 1985 against the 
!Puerto Rican Independence 
1 Movement. 


J 


V 
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LETTERS 


Dear comrades: 

The latest issue of the Insurgent 
(Vol. 1, No. 2) is great in many 
ways, particularly in presenting 
the scope of political prisoners 
and prisoners-of-war, and the gov¬ 
ernment attacks against them. There 
are, however, two specific critic¬ 
isms I want to raise for discus¬ 
sion . 

Insurgent * s section on the (white) 
anti-imperialist political prison¬ 
ers seemed very one-sided about 
repression without much sense of 
the history of and need for revo¬ 
lutionary resistance. The polit¬ 
ical prisoners' commitment to 
building clandestine resistance 
is mentioned at a few points but 
not given focus or development. 

The problem becomes explicit in 
the account of Linda Evans' trial. 
Insurgent makes the role of clan- 
destinity total-ly defensive, to 
protect a section of the movement 
from government courtterinsurgency. 
But at least as importantly, clan- 
destinity is needed as a means to 
push forward more militant forms 
of struggle. In the history of 
the anti-imperialist movement, 
clandestine organizations were not 
mainly precipitated by direct re¬ 
pression on us. More they were 
mandated by the principles of sol¬ 
idarity with national liberation 
struggles, who were at a qualita¬ 
tively higher level of struggle 
and repression. 

For example, what Insurgent cites 
from my testimony is that "without 
a clandestine core of the movement 
those who did public work were 
completely vulnerable to the 
state's attacks." However, even 
more I was trying to explain a 
two-fold purpose of clandestinity: 
"a key task. . . was to develop a 
totally clandestine section of our 
movement that could be out of reach 


of the government and also carry 
out more militant forms of strug¬ 
gle, including armed struggle." 


The second issue is when you say, 
on p. 16, "One mechanism (of coun¬ 
terinsurgency) 9s to systematical¬ 
ly subvert the historically most 
democratic aspects of the legal sys¬ 
tem." Such a general formulation 
on democratic aspects glosses over 
central structures of national op¬ 
pression within the U.S. Some 
formal democratic rights were in¬ 
deed concessions to struggles from 
below. However, and I think more 
tellingly, such concessions were 
used by the ruling class to grant 
some privilege to white people as 
a means of consolidating white su¬ 
premacy against oppressed nations. 
For example, the jury is a demo- 
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eratic form; yet we all know about 
the nightmare of the all-white 
jury as a bludgeon against the 
human rights of Black people. 

While Insurgent is right to point 
out the trend toward increasing 
legal repression, a general phrase 
like "historically most democratic 
aspects of the legal system" can 
be misleading when you don't spell 
out the qualitative distinction 
between oppressor and oppressed 
nations. 

with love, in solidarity 
David Gilbert 

(David Gilbert is an anti-imperial¬ 
ist political prisoner.) 


Greetings to my sisters and 
brothers of CFR: 

From the dungeons of Babylon I send 
love and strength to all of you who 
struggle for the sake .of our un¬ 
born generations. Following the 
42-day fast I did with Leonard 
Peltier and Alberto Garza at the 
federal penitentiary in Marion, 
Illinois, I was kicked out of the 
federal prison system and am now held 
captive in Greed's Ironhouse at Mc- 
Alester, Oklahoma. Since the riot 
of December 17, 1985, the men here 
have been subjected to vile and in¬ 
credible reprisals. The brothers 
are being held on 24-hour-a-day 
deadlock solitary confinement in 
tiny sealed-tomb tiger cages. I 
have been sentenced to 180 days in 
the hole for liberating a prison bus 
in honor of the great people's vic¬ 
tory in the streets of Saigon on 
April 29, 1975. My comrade, Rickke 
Green, 984244, has been on dead¬ 
lock here almost the entire time 
since I escaped nearly 11 years ago. 
So far as I can determine, Comrade 
Rickke is the only bona fide Black 
revolutionary political prisoner 


left in the Oklahoma State Prison 
system. It's chilling to go off 
and leave a brother, and return 
after all those years only to 
find him still fighting the same 
battles and still living under 
the same nightmare conditions. 
Rickke Green came to McAlester 
when he was 18 years old and has 
been here all that time. 

We need Insurgent desperately in 
order to keep current on the hap- 
pennings out there and to remind 
us we are not alone. I received 
two issues when I was in the fed¬ 
eral prison at Lompoc, California 
last year. I think it is the besi 
publication I have ever read. I 
have no money to pay for a sub¬ 
scription, but I can promise you 
that if you send me a free sub¬ 
scription it will be well read 
here in this KKKoncentration 
KKKamp. 

In the spirit of Crazy Horse & 
Comrade George, 

Standing Deer 

s/n Robert H. Wilson 
McAlester State Prison 
McAlester, Oklahoma 



y 
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A COMRADE IS AS PRECIOUS 
AS A RICE SEEDLING 

A comrade is as precious 
As a rice seedling. 

One of the many, it is true. 
But nurtured by them 
Whose faces grow dark, 

And taut, and lined 
For the sake of their 
Rice seedlings. 

A comrade is as precious 
As a rice seedling 
For whom the peasant's hands 
Grow thick and calloused 
For whom his fingers 
Scrape the hardened mud. 

A comrade is he 

For whom the peasant's toes 

Get muscled and big 

Because, like a rice seedling. 

He will grow. 

One of the precious many 
To fill the hunger 
Of him who cared enough 
To nurture little seedlings. 


A comrade is as precious 
As a rice seedling 
Fed and nurtured 

Guarded from pestilence and floods. 

And yes, beloved of the peasant 

Because a rice seedling 

Grows, not only to fill his hunger, 

But to give birth 

To other rice seedlings 

Who will give birth 

To many more 

Who will fill the hunger 
Of generations of peasants 
For food, and land, 

*** ri< ? ht -Mila Aguilar 



/MILA MGUILAR 
IS FREE! 


Copywright: Kitchen Table Press 
Reproduced with permission 


Mila Aguilar, Filipina revolutionary and poet, is now free! Along 
with many other political prisoners, she was released from jail in 
the general amnesty following the defeat and exile of Marcos. She 
had been held in solitary confinement for "subversion and conspiracy 
to commit rebellion." As she wrote in a preface to one of her poems, 
"How can we convey to others the rhyme and rhythm of our struggle? 

I am hoping this poem will help." Each of her poems helps as she 
shares the hopes, doubts, changes and deep humanity of the people 
building the people’s war in the Philippines. We celebrate her freedom! 

VICTORY TO THE FILIPINO PEOPLE! 

LONG LIVE THE NEW PEOPLE'S ARMY! 












NORTH AMERICAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Silvia Baraldini #05125-054 
FCI Pleasanton 
5701 8th St. 

Camp Parks 
Dublin. CA 94568 

Alan Berkman #85-10404 
Holmesburg Prison 
8215 Torresdale Rd. 
Phlladephia. PA 19135 

Tim Blunk #09429-050 
U.S.P Leavenworth 
P.O Box 1000 
Leavenworth. KS 66048 

Kathy Boudin 
Judith Clark #83-G-313 
247 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills. NY 10507 

David Gilbert #83-A-6l58 
Auburn Cor. Facility 
Auburn. NY 13021 

Shelley Miller #16205-053 
WFCI Box A 
AJderson. WV 24910 

Richard Picanello #05812 
Walpole State Prison 
S Walpole. MA 02071 

Marilyn Buck 
Linda Evans 
MCC 

150 Park Row 
NY. NY 10007 

Susan Rosenberg 
MCC 

8901 S Wiimont 
Tuscon AR 85706 

Laura Whitehom 
Montgomergy Co. Del. Clr 
1307 Seven Locks Rd 
Rockville. MD 20854 

Ohio 7 

Ray Levasseur 
Pat Gros 

Richard Williams 
Barbara Curzi 
Jaan Lamaan 
Carol Manning 
Thomas Manning 
MCC 

150 Park Row 
NY. NY 10007 
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Plowshares Prisoners 

Helen Woodson #0321-045 
Liz McAlistei *01263-052 
Sr Anne Montgomery *03827 018 
WFCI, Box A 
Aldetson WV 2-1910 

Tim Lietzke #03830-018 
FC! 

Petersburg VA 23804 

Karl Smith #01268-05? 

FCI Allenwood 
Box 1000 

Monlqomeiy PA 17752 

Patiick O'Neill 
do Maty Kulasti 
303 Ridge Road 
Fern Park FL 32730 

Dean Hammer *01267-05? 

725 Elm Street 
New Haven CT 06511 

Vcrn Rossman 

Correctional Alternatives Center 
165 Maistun Si 
Lawience MA 01841 

Martin Hollartay *03313 045 
Todd Kaplan *03828018 
Jim Perkins #03825 018 
Pembroke Station 
Danbury CT 06810 

Richaid Mille. 

Fr Paul Kabat 
FCI 

Box 1000 

Sandstone MN 5507? 

Ft Call Kabal 
FCI 

Box 1000 
Milan Ml 48160 

Larry Cloud Morgan 
FCI 

Box 33 

Terre Haute. IN 47807 

John Heia 
ACI 

Box 8273 

Cranston. Rl 02920 

Jean Hoiladay 
Suzanne Schmidt 
ACI Women s Division 
Box 8312 

Cranston. Rl 02920 


Vancouver 5 

Ann Hansen 
Prison lor Women 
Box 515 

Kingston, Ont„ Canada K7L 4W7 
Gerry Hannah 

Matsqui Medium Institution 
Box 4000 

Abbotslord, BC. Canada V254P3 

Doug Stewart 
Kent Prison 
PO. Box 2000 

Agassiz. BC. Canada V0M1A0 
Brent Taylor 

Milhaven Maximum Institution 
Box 280 

Bath. Ont. Canada K0H1G0 

IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Jim Barr 

Philadelphia Detention Center 
8201 State Rd 
Philadelphia. PA 19136 

Joe Dougherty 
FCI Otlsvllle 
PO Box 1000 
Otisvllle. NY 10963 

William Quinn 
S F County Jail #2 
850 Bryant St 
San Francisco. CA 94102 

For information on other Irish 

B olitical prisoners, contact: 

•Block Armagh Committee 
133 W 4th St 
New York. NY 10014 


Literature Available from the Committee to Fight Repression: 

Sentencing Statements of Resistance Fighters Susan Rosenberg and Tim Blunk $ .25 
Build a Revolutionary Resistance Movement- 

Communiques from the North American Armed Clandestine Movement 1982-1985 2.50 

International Law Brief from Rosenberg/Blunk Trial 1.50 

Subscription to THE INSURGENTI 6 issues/year (free to prisoners) 6.00 


Committee to Fight Repression. P.O. Box 1455. Cathedral Station. New York, NY 10025 










COMMITTEE TO FIGHT REPRESSION 
P.O. Box 1435 
Cathedral Station 
New York, N.Y. 10025 


BULK RATI 
lift. KXTAOC 


PAID 

NEW YONK. N.Y. 
Pwmlt N*. 7300 






